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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Heaith Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required tosubmit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
Sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." : 


Admission rates are shown for ail causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few spetific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended isalist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. Wore significant is the estimated non-effective 
rate for personnel stationed inthe United States shown inthe chart on page 7. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on.Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished fromthe figures for “honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition toCDD’s and 
are tabulated on asomewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 


affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment fdr the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates fromallcauses, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases amongnewly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to inductiom, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. ; 
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CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

During the week ending 2 February 1945 the admis- 
sion rate from all causes increased only fractionally 
(by 1 percent) to 673 per year per thousand strength. 
During the past four weeks morbidity has remained close 
to an average of about 670 per thousand. The current 
week's admission rate is about 15 percent lower than 
during the corresponding week of 1944, in large part 
because of lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. 


Morbidity from disease increased slightly during 
the current week to 621 per thousand or about the same 
as has prevailed during the previous four weeks. 


The admission rate from injury decreased somewhat, 
to 52 per thousand, which is the lowest rate ever 
reported. The recent injury experience is not strictly 
comparable with that reported prior to October 1944 
since it in part reflects compliance with the directive 
issued 29 September 1944, which provided that injuries 
existing prior to entry into active service and read- 
mitted cases should be recorded under "disease" rather 
than under "injury"; previously they had been reported 
as "injuries. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased 


from 188 per thousand to 195 per thousand, thus 
accounting for practically all of the increase in mor- 
bidity from all diseases combined. The current week's 
admission rate from these causes, while 30 percent 
under that for the corresponding week of 1944, is 
nevertheless the highest recorded since the middle of 
March 19446 


The admission rate for pneumonia increased frac-~ 
tionally to 14 per thousand and was about 40 percent 
ower than for the corresponding week of 1944. 
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Common Commnicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry on active service, decreased 
sharply from 45 per thousand to 40 per thousand for the 
current week, This rete is the lowest reported so far 
during 1945, although only slightly below the highest 
rate registered in 1944. The sharp decrease experi- 
enced during the current week reflects in part the 
cyclical monthly trend which had been noted in the past; 
namely, that the admission rate from these causes is 
generally at its lowest during the first week of the 
month, and rises gradually to a maximm during the last 
week of the mmth. 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery was reported 
at 7 per thousand, which is the average level repartee 
during recent winter weeks. 


The number of new cases of measles increased by ~ 
about 50 percent to the highest figure reported since 
the early part of June 1944. The mumber of new cases 
of mumps and scarlet fever remained substantially : 
unchanged. New cases of meningitis numbered 38, or the 
highest weekly number reported since the end of July 
19442 New cases of rheumatic fever decreased to 42, 
the lowest number reported during any week since Octo- 
ber 19446 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
The admission rate from disease showed relatively 


minor fluctuations in the majority of the Service Com 


mands. The most noteworthy increases were reported by 
the Second and Ninth Service Commands, while sizeable 
decreases were reported only in the First and Third 
Service Commands. 


The Military District of Washington reported the » 
chest morbidity from all causes (800 per thousand 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS CCONT’D) 


Closely followed by the Third Service Camand; simi- 
larly, the Military District of Washington registered 
the highest morbidity from disease (741 per thousand). 
The lowest morbidity from all causes (538 per thou- 
sand) and from disease (503 per thousand) was again 
reported by the Seventh Service Command, 


The admission rate from injury showed notable 
decreases in the First, Second, and Seventh Service 
Commands, with no Service Command reporting a large 
increase. The highest morbidity from injury (59 per 
thousand) was reported by the First and Eighth Service 
| Commands and the Military District of Washington; this 
is the first week that no Service Commnd has reported 
morbidity from this cause in excess of 00 per thousand. 


Respiratory Causes: 
The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 


remained substantially unchanged in most Service Com 
mandse However, sizeable increases were reported by 
the Second, Fifth, and Ninth Service Commands. The 
highest morbidity from these causes was reported by 
the Military District of Washington (240 per thousand), 
followed by the Eighth Service Command (224 per thou- 
sand). The SeventhService Command, with a rate of 132 
per thousand was the only Command to report morbidity 
of less than 175 per thousand. 


Morbidity from pneumonia remained about the same 
in most Service Commands, although relatively large 
increases were reported by the Third and Ninth Service 
Commands, while only the Sixth Service Command regis- 
tered a sizeable decrease. The Third Service Command 
reported the highest morbidity from this cause (20 per 
thousand), closely followed by the Sixth and Eighth 
Service Commands. 


Common Commmicable Diseases: 
Morbidity from "new" venereal diseases, excluding 
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EPTS cases decreased in every Service Command. The 
greatest decreases (20 percent or more) occurred in the 
First, Second, Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands. The 
highest morbidity from these causes was reported by the 
First, Third, and Fifth Service Commands (all about 50 
per thousand). 


The increase in the number of new cases of measles 
was attributable principally to the greater number of 
cases reported by the Fourth and Eighth Service Com 
mands which together accounted for 80 percent of the 
total number of new cases of measles in the country. 
Likewise, the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands 
accounted for the increase in the number of new cases 
of meningitis, and together accounted for more than 75 
percent of the total number of new cases in the country. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 

The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 
the Continental United States is estimated at 38.9 per 
thousand strength for the week ending 2 February as 
compared with approximately 39 per thousand for the co 
responding week of 1944. The mean number of non- 
effectives in this country, including evacuees from 
overseas, rose to 72.6 per thousand. 

PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 2 February 1945: 

The mumber of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was 
29,575 or about 1,300 more than at the end of the pre~ 
Vious week, Non-battle injury patients remaining num 
bered 33,200. The number of battle casualty patients 
remaining increased by about 3,100 to number 50,799. 
CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 2 Feburary there were 3,736 
enlisted men discharged by CDD or about 100 more. than 
the previous week. About 61 percent of these discharges 
were reported by General Hospitals. Included among the 
3,736 CDD's were 1,593 neuropsychiatric cases. 
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FOURTH SERVICE COMQUAND 


NUMBER OF 
DISPOSITIONS 
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a 
a 
° 
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INFLUENZA, 
(INGLUDING 
ATYPIGAL) 
DIARRHEA 
VENEREAL 
MEASLES 
SCARLET 
FEVER 
FEVER 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 


o 
ra 
aq 
= 
= 
WwW 
= 
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M’GOCCIG 
MENINGITIS 


INFECTIOUS 


HEPATITIS 
ALL CAUSES 


Avon Park, AAF, Fla. 


Benning, Ft., Ga. (RH) 


Boca Raton Fld., Fla. 


Bragg, Ft., N. C. (RH) 


Buckingham, AAF, Fla, 


Charleston, AAF, S. C. 


Charleston Pok, S. C. 


Chatham Fla., Ga. ? | 


Drew Fld., Fla. (RH) # 


Eglin Fld., Fla. (RH) 


Gordon Johnston, Cp., Fla. 


Greensboro, AAFORD, N. C. (RH) 


Greenville, AAB, S. C. 
Gulfport, AAF, Miss. 
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AND * © 
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COLDS, 
INFLUENZA, 
ETC. 
AND 
DYSENTERY 
VENEREAL 
(EXCLUQING 
EPTS*®) 
SCARLET 
FEVER 
FEVER 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 
INJURY 
DISPOSITIONS 


* 
te pe 
CAUSES 
951 
408 
472 
963 


PNEUMONIA 
CINGLUDING 


DIARRHEA 
MEASLES 
RHEUMATIC 
ALL CAUSES 


INFECTIOUS 
HEPATITIS 


ss oe 
< pa 

o- 
4 oe 
a oz 
é 2% 
< zz 


(Cont? d) 
FOURTH SERVICE COMMAND 


MacDill Fld., Fla. 


454 | 137 
282 
72 
34? 


50 


Mackall, Cp., N. C. 


: rs 


1 
5 
6 
4 
7 
4 


43 
140 
43 
54 
| reas | 


Maimi Beach, Fla. 
AAF, Redist. Sta. 


1595 


71 665 49? 
783 756 27? 
447 400 
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SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 
Chanute Fld., Ill. 
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Truax Fld., Wis. (RH 


Scott Fld., Ill. (RH) 
Sheridan, Ft., Ill. 7094 | 1723 
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MENINGITIS 


EIGHTH SERVICE COMMAND _ 


Alamogordo, AAL, Ne Moxe 


Amarillo, AAF, Tex. (RH) 


Barkeley, Cp», Tex. (RH) 


Barksdale Fld., La. (RH) 


w we 


Harlingen, AAF, Tex. Baaee 


Howze, Cp., Tex. 


Jos. T. a | Cp., Ark. (RH) _.33668 | 2105 
Kelly Fld, Ps Se eee 9441 ease 
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® 
~ 
nD ~ “I 
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Laredo, AAF, Tex. 
Livingston, Cp., Tex. 22578 661 
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Pyote, AAF, Tex. (RH) 408 
Randolph Fld., Tex. 

Roswell, AAF, N. Mex. 

Sam Houston, Ft., Tex. 


San Antonio, Tex. (RH) 


Avn. Cdt. Ctr. 


& ie 


San Marcos, AAF, Tex. 


Selman Fld., La. 


Sheppard Fld., Tex. (RH) 


Swift, Cp., Tex. RH 22261 Paw | soo 
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MEASLES 


o 
& 
4 
= 
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INFECTIOUS 


MENINGITIS 
HEPATITIS 


NINTH SERVICE COMMAND 


Beale, Cp., Calif. # 


Cooke, Cp., Calif. 


Kearns, AAFORD, Utah (RH) 


Kingman, AAF, Ariz. 


Las Vegas, AAF, Nev, 


Lawton, Ft., Wash. 


Lemoore, AAF, Calif. 


Los Angels, Polk, Calif. 


March Fld., Calif, 


Muroc, AAF, Calif. 


Ord, Ft., Calif. (RH) j 4 


7 
Pinedale, Cp., Calif. 639 480 
1 


537 
Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. (RH) # 1709 
Stoneman, Cp., Calif. - es 
[soe 
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DIARRHEA 
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NINTH SERVICE COMMAND 
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Victorville, AAF, Calif. 7566 


Yuma, AAF, Ariz. 7773 341 
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Vectue seins: * LIST OF STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES RESTRICTED 
WEEK ENDING..2 February renee STATIONS WITH STRENGTH OF 5000 OR OVER 
: CURRENT | PREVIOUS TAT CURRENT | PREVIOUS CURRENT |PREVIOUS 
7? Petghrome [omer peas] were [Cee es] | acariis | 
ALL CAUSES DISEASE INJURY 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 


[Stoneman cps, ceric. | __ 2606 | _842_| Stoneman, Ope, caliz. | 2668 | 807 | mackati, ope, wc. | asa |_| 
| ini, Co Miadea, bob bac St abe 3 aoe: | Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., Ark. SS bas | toad | Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., Ark. 
Sheridan, Pte» 112. (1)(2) | 1723 | 200 [santa ane, aaB, cenit. (3) #¢| 1700 | 947 | Pannin, ope tex, | ss | at 

zos7 | roberts, co., coir, | ass | a2 | 
Miemeaet, ses (5) | 64s | aore_| 595_| 950 | crott, ops. c. | azs | 0 | 
Mp'nsdiet, Beas” ” (3) | asso | see _| Afdeatic city, (3) | 1450 | 14er | worters, ops, tex, | __ as | 08 | 
Ralters; Gu, ite | 1495 | 1505 _||worters, op., tex. | _ase_| 1200 | pending, op. Flas | aa |__ a? 


COLDS, INFLUENZA, ETc.* PNEUMONIA (INCLUDING ATYPICAL) - DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 


Stonomn, Opa, cauir, | aszz | 195 | Wolters, ops, tex. hor Hh fos aaaale eric dtet eae 
Jos. 1. Robinson, Cp., Ark. | 1279 | 1626 | tndtentown Gap, Pa, | en_-| ast | san arcon, anr, tox. | 6 | == 
Roltersy Ops, Pex. | 967 | 979 | nood, ops, tox. | ts | gt | Sante anny ans, conse, ¢ | cn | zen 
Roberts, Ope, calit. | _—_—roz |_ 718 _| san tate oviepe, ops, ceric. | 56 | 50 | soote ria. m. |g |__ae 
croft, Opes Ss 0 | ors | 36 [score ria mr. | | 6 | Sioux ratte, mars ss oe, | st | ae 
Blanding, Op.» Fla. | ean | 565 | Howse, op, tone | se | as | San Mateos Ter. art ee 
ag | ao | 05 rooster ria. mis, |__| 0 | oborte, ops, case | 20 |e 


VENEREAL (EXCLUDING EPTI ) DISEASE EXCLUDING VENEREAL EPTS 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 eee oe Se ee 
a a P| ued | | 108] | Bhonemn, Gp., Galie, a a ee ee ae ae Se 
Ee eae Se ie et ee ee Pe ee ie Ee es SS ieee es 
ais, Gp. oni? Py tae] Tie, [plete ine, gan, outt.i(s) @| toe | pa | ee 
OO oa ae ae eae bla a aie i ee Se See 
Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 140 AF Redist, Sta (3) 1595 
: Atlantis Cit Needs 
dawie a, Sil, Colic @ | (ize) [Afdantic city, bee ales ee ee ee 
Atlantic Ci Ni ds 
a imc ow en ee 
ee BE Te ae FiRee ee Siee ie ee 


N. J. 
eX. 


Calif. 
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MENINGITIS (OTHER: FORMS) (lj) 


l-Amarillo AAF, Tex. 
1-Tinker AAF, Okla. 5-Letterman G.H., Calif. 
1-Davis Monthan Fld., Califj1-McCaw G.H., Wash, 
Delayed Reports Week 
ending 26 January 1945. 
1-Lovell G.H., Mass. 


DIPHTHERIA (8) 


LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


RESTRICTE 


POLIOMYELITIS (2) 


2-Jos. T. Robinson Cp., Ark.|1-Keesler Fld., Miss. 


i-Letterman G.H., Calif. 


AVEBIC DYSENTERY (13) ANKYLOSTOMNIASIS (5) 
2-Foster G.H., Miss. 
l-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 
2-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


1-Totten, Ft., N. Y. 
1-Deshon G.H., Pa. 
1-Greensboro AAFORD, N.C. 
l-Mayo G.H., Ill. 
1-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
1-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 


“LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 


16-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 


18-Chanute Fld., Ill. 


25-Lincoln AAF, Nebr. 


D 


1-Jos. T. Robinson Cp., Ark. 
1-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 
l-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
1-Swift, Cp., Tex. 
2-McDowell Fld., Calif. 
1-Cooke, Cp., Calif. 


18-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


GERMAN MEASLES 


10-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
17-HcClellan, Ft., Ala. 
16-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
10-Amarillo AAF, Tex. 
35-Jos. T. Robinson, (Ark. 
27-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
13-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 


ENCEPHALITIS (1) 


l-MacDill Fld. ry Fla. 


TYPHUS FEVER (5) TETANUS (1) 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (3) 


3-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (3) 


Hi-stask GoM: Ses 
l-Wheeler, Cp., Ga. 
1-San Marcos AAF, Tex. 
1-Brooks Fld., Tex. 
1-Bruns G.H., N. Mex. 


1-McCloskey G.H., Tex. l-Lemoore AAF, Calif. 
1-Haan, Cp.,; Calif. 


1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 
: AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 
AND STATIONS UNDER 


UNDULANT FEVER (2) FILARIASIS (1) 5000 STRENGTH 


1-Portland AAB, Oregon Delayed Reports Week 

l-Los Angeles PoE, Calif. ending 26 January 195 1-Florence AAF, S. C. 

| l-Lovell G.H., Mass. 1-Tinker AAF, Okla. 

1-Letterman G.H., Calif. 
1-Mclowell Fld., Calif. 


1-Niagara, Ft., N. Y. 
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RESTRICTED 


WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS 


During the four week period ending 26 Jamary 
the annual admission rate from all causes among WAC 
personnel at 40 selected stations increased by about 
LO percent to 995 per year per thousand strength (see 
chart on page 25)e Thus, the January admission rate 
from all causes for the WAC was about 50 percent in 
excess of that for the total Army in the continental 
United States. This reflects the well-knowm fact that 
morbidity among women is considerably higher (50 per- 
cent or more) than among men. 


The 40 selected stations for which detailed data 
are given in the following tables include practically 
all of the installations which have a WAC strength of 
300 or moree A few of the stations currently listed 
have less than 300 strength, but in previous months 
their strength was above this figure and so they were 
included among those required to report. The pro- 
portion of total WAC strength in the continental 
United States, which is included in the 40 reporting 
stations, is about 35 percent. 


Morbidity from all causes during January varied 
considerably by station, reflecting in large part the 
relatively small size of most of the reporting instal-~ 
lations. The all causes admission rates for most of 
| the stations ranged from 600 to 900 per thousand. The 
highest rates were reparted by Fort Hamilton, Newark 
AAF, Fort George Ge Meade, Arlington Hall Station, 
| Fort Bragg, and Fort Jackson, all of which experienced 
morbidity from all causes in excess of 1500 per thou- 
sand (largely because of relatively high admission 
rates from respiratory causes). 


The January admission rate from injury for the 


WAG increased slightly to 54 per thousand and was 
fractionally lower than the rate for the total Army 


RESTRICTED 


in the United States (about 55 per thousand in Jan- 
uary).e 


The two largest stations, Fort Oglethorpe and 
Fort Des Moines account for about 35 percent of the 
strength of the 40 selected stations. The rate for 
Fort Oglethorpe was about 30 percent lower than the 
rate for the 40 stations in the aggregate, whereas the 
rate for Fort Des Moines was about 20 percent higher. 


Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. among the 

WAC increased from 218 per thousand in December to 229 
per thousand in January, which was about 35 percent — 
higher than the corresponding rate for the total Army 
in the United States. Morbidity from these causes 
among the WAC exceeded 400 per thousand at Fort Hamil- 
ton, Newark AAF, Fort George G. Meade, Fort Myer, Fort 
Jackson, Fort Knox, and Fort Sill. 


Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia was report— 
ed at 10 per thousand or somewhat lower than during 
the previous month and likewise slightly below the 
January rate for the total Army. 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery among the 
WAC was reported at 9 per thousand or only slightly 
higher than the rate for the total Army. This is in 
contrast to the experience of previous months when the 
WAC had had notably higher morbidity from these causes 
than the total Army. Morbidity from all other com 
municable diseases shown in the following tables was 
at a relatively low level. 


In January neuropsychiatric disorders among the 
WAC accounted for an annual admission rate of 48 per 
thousand or considerably higher than had been experi- 
enced in recent monthse The January rate for the WAC 
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was at about the same level as has been experienced WAC personnel in hospital appears to be much the same 
for the total Army during the past three months; this as for other Amy personnele 

higher experience for the total Army is chiefly the 

result of the effects of WD Circular 370, 12 September WAC PERSONNEL OCCUPYING HOSPITAL BEDS, 25 JAN. 1945 
1944, which provided that enlisted men not meeting the 

minimum standards for induction for whom suitable General 37 Selected All 
assigmments were not available could be discharged. S.C. Hospitals Stations a/ Other Total 


The number of CDD's at the 40 selected WAC 1 47 — 54 101 
stations averaged 20 per week during January or about 2 ge Es 86 80 281 
the same as during recent monthse a 40 107 83 230 

MDW 48 77 ere 

As of 26 January there were 801 WAC patients 4 86 176 296 558 
remaining in hospital and quarters at the 40 selected 5 116 24 73 213 
istations. In addition to the 754 WAC's remaining in 6 39 -~ 62 101 
hospital at the selected stations there were 685 WAC!s 7 AL 149 120 310 
occupying beds in General Hospitals (exclusive of 8 100 27 240 367 
Walter Reed, Army and Navy, and Madigan which are 9 145 16 27 8 48 
among the selected stations). The number of WAC's 
occupying beds at Station, Regional, and Convalescent TOTAL 777 662 1331 2770 
Hospitals, exclusive of the 40 selected stations, was 
1331. Thus, the total mmber of WAC's occupying hos- a/ Excludes Walter Reed GH, Army & Navy GH, and 
pital beds as of the end of January was about 2800, Madigan GH which are shown in General Hos- 
or 20 percent higher than the corresponding figure for pitals colum. 


the end of December, 


The number of WAC's occupying hospital beds as of 
the end of January represented a rate of 36 per thou- 
sand strength of the WAC in the continental United 
States or notably higher than at the end of December 
which reflected the holiday season's influence. For 
the total Army in the continental United States the 
corresponding figure for the end of January is in the 
neighborhood of 35 per thousand when evacuees fran 
overseas are excluded. Thus, whereas the overall 
admission rate for WAC personnel is 50 percent higher 
than that for the Amy as a whole, the incidence of 
serious conditions as reflected by the proportion of 
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NATURE OF THE DaTA: 

This report deals with injuries to military 
personnel sustained during the five week period 
ending 29 December 1944 and reported in the Monthly 
Injury Summary Kevorts (WD AGO Form 508) submitted 
under the provisions of WD Circulars 252 (20 June 
1944) and 438 (14 November 1944). 


It should be noted that the instructions from 
the Office of The Surgeon General (sent to the 
headquarters of each Service Command under date of 
29 Sevtember 1944) have required that admissions for 
injuries sustained prior to entry on active service 
(EPTS) and readmissions for injury should not be in- 
cluded in these reports. While this directive was 
also made applicable to injuries reported in the 
Statistical Health Reports (WD MD Form g6ab), a few 
installations apparently continued during December 
to include EPTS injuries and readmitted injuries in 
their Statistical Health Reports. 


Another point of difference between the Monthly 
Injury Summary Kevorts and the Statistical Health 
Reports is that patients admitted with both a dis- 
ease and an injury, as well as injuries to patients 
after admission must always be reportei as injuries 
in the former reports but not necessarily in the 
latter. Except for these relatively minor differ- 
ences, the definition of an injury in the Monthly 
Injury Summary Reports is the same as that in the 
Statistical Health Reports. 


Also it may be pointed out that at several 
stations fewer injuries are reported on the Monthly 
Injury Summary Report than on the Statistical Health 
Reports because of failure of certain units to re- 
port on all injuries. 
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ANALYSIS OF 


INJURIES 


The Monthly Injury Summary Reports cover all mili- 
tary personnel at Class I, II, and IV installations wit 
a military strength of 25 or more, AAF personnel at 
such installations are included, but all personnel of | 
Class III installations regardless of arm or service are 
excluded, being covered by the sevarate reporting system 
of the AAF, Also each installation submits separate re-| 
ports for personnel in training and for all other 
personnel; however, because many stations did not have 
the new report form available, the analysis for December 
does not consider this subdivision but rather combines 
the two reports for each station (when two were sub- 
mitted). 


For reporting purposes, military personnel are 
classified according to whether or not attached for 
medical care to the reporting medical installation. 
Injuries are classified primarily as to whether they 
were sustained on duty or off duty (i.e. on leave, pass, 
furlough, or AWOL). Injuries have been further claesi- 
fied according to type of injury, nature of activity, 
causative agent, and unsafe condition or act. 


In general, the analysis of injuries is confined to 
injuries sustained by military personnel attached for 
medical care to the reporting installations while on 
duty, because only such injuries are subject to ef- 
fective control by military authorities. Since the 
frequency of particular types of injuries depends to a 
lerge extent on the nature of the activities carried on 
within the Service Commend or station, no definite con- 
clusions can be drawn from differences in rates (or per-]| 
centage distributions of injuries) by type of injury, 
Causative agent, etc. unless the nature and the extent 
of particular forms of activity are also taken into ac- 
count. 


The December data included in this analysis cover 
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96 percent of the strength of the installations from 
which reports should have been received. None of the 
Service Commands had an especially high proportion of 
its total strength not reporting, so that compera- 
bility between Service Commands is believed to be 
reasonably good, 


ANALYSIS OF THE DATA: 

+he chart on page 32 shows the admission rate 
Ifrom injury at the installations covered by the 
Monthly Injury Summary Reports, derived from data re- 
ported in the Statistical Health Reports. This rate 
is seen to have decreased from about 100 per thousand 
strength in July and August 1943 to a level of about 
70 per thousand during December 1943 to April 194; 
since then it increased slightly to 75 per thousand 
during the summer months and declined in October tio 
70 per thousand, in November to 66 per thousand, and 
in December to 58 per thousand. It should be noted 
however, that prior to October the injury admission 
rate included all EPTS and readmitted injuries and 
thet a large part of the decline for October to De- 
cember represents merely the exclusion by most re- 
porting installations of such injuries. 


Analysis of Admissions By Duty Status: 
The Monthly Injury Summary Heports indicate that 


in respect to personnel attached for medical care to 
the revorting instellation 86 percent of the injury 
admissions were sustained on duty. On the other hand, 
ifor unattached personnel only about 20 percent were 
sustained on duty. For both attached and unattached 
personnel combined, off duty injuries accounted for 
20 vercent of all injury admissions. The admissions 
for attached personnel revresented 92 percent of all 
injury admissions (irrespective of duty status). 


Analysis of Deaths by Duty Status: 


For attached personnel about 55 percent .of the 
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ANALYSIS OF INJURIES (CONT’D) 


reported deaths were on duty, while among the unat- 
tached personnel only about 10 percent. Of the total 
reported deaths (irrespective of duty status) about 70 
percent were among attached personnel. Included among 
the reported deaths were 11 suicides; these accounted 
for about 10 percent of all such deaths. 


Analysis of Admissions by Type of Injury: 


Over 80 percent of the on duty injuries among at- 
tached personnel were represented by wounds, fractures, 
or sprains (including strains and overexertion) with 
roughly an equal proportion of cases falling within 
each of these three categories (see table on page 33). 
Ag would be expected, most of the admissions for re- 
actions to drug, serum, or anesthetic (1.9 percent of 
the total admissions) were reactions to immunization 
and occurred at reception centers and staging areas. 


Analysis of Admissions by Nature of Activity, Causa- 
tive Agent, and Unsafe Condition or Act: 


About 80 percent of the on duty injuries among at 
tached personnel occurred in scheduled activities, the 
leading categories being: work detaile (17 percent), 
field problems (10 percent), and other scheduled ac- 
tivities (18 percent). Almost 4O percent of the on 
duty injuries among attached personnel were caused by 
agents other than those specifically listed in the re- 
port. The only causative agent showing a relatively 
large proportion was terrain (30 percent). 


In 57 percent of the on duty injuries among at- * 
tached personnel no unsafe condition or act was re- 
ported to have been found. The remaining cases were 
about equally divided between unsafe conditions and 
unsafe acts. The proportion of injuries reported as 
being due to an unsafe condition or act was apprecia- 
bly higher for the December reports than in previous 
months. It is believed that this reflects greater 


ecco ery in reporting rather than any significant 
change in basic conditions. 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF ON DUTY INJURIES AMONG ATTACHED PERSONNEL 
BY CLASSIFICATIONS, DECEMBER 1944 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES EXCLUSIVE OF AAF STATIONS 


BY TYPE OF INJURY 
Wound 21.02% 


BY CAUSATIVE AGENT 


Armored vehicie 


Fracture 2503 land vehicle--not annored 55 
Sprain, strain or overexertion 31.0 ‘Aircraft od 
Burn (excl. sunburn) 406 Machines 1.3 
Blisters (excl. burns) 13 Heavy weapons—~not hand weapons 11 
Effect of heat, cold or exposure 1.2 Firearms 368 
Bite or sting o4 Equipment other than firearms 6.6 
Inhalation or aspiration LeA Explosives 209 
Absorption or ingestion (incl. poison) ‘1.3 Chemicals 205 
Reaction to drug, serum or anesthetic 1.9 Animals or insects 03 
Deliberately self-inflicted injury 03 Building 6.0 
Suicide ook Terrain | 5 


Other Other 


Total Total 


BY NATURE OF ACTIVITY 


BY UNSAFE CONDITION OR ACT 


Drill or march 903% Defective equipment 203% 

Obstacle course Ae3 Improper dress or apparel 208 
Supervised athletics Tel Hazardous arrangement 64 
Supervised personal combat Le? Other unsafe condition 94 

Physical training 309 Total, unsafe condition 20.9% 
Transportation he2 

Field problem 10.3 Horseplay 3.8 

Training in use of firearms 4e6 Other unsafe act 18.2 

Work detail 17.3 Total, unsafe act 22.0 
Other scheduled activity 17.6 

Unsupervised games 2el Unsafe condition or unsafe act not found STel 
Other unsupervised activity 16.3 

Total 100.0 Total 
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ANALYSIS OF INJURIES (CONT’D) 


Analysis by Service Commands and Technical Services: 
On page 35 there appears a summary \for the 
United States, the Se-vice Commands, and the Techni- 

cal Services) of the number of cases and annual 
rates of admission and of death from injury, clessi- 
fied according to duty status, separately for at- 
tached and unattached personnel. It should be kept 
in mind that only deaths from injuries sustained 
during December and only those which took place at 
the reporting installation have been reported; this 
is the reason why only about half of the total inju- 
ry deaths reported in Statistical Health Reports 
were also reported in the Monthly Injury Summary 
Reporte. 


Under the three Technical Services there are 
shown only those installations which were assigned 
for safety supervision to the Chiefs of Chemical 
Warfare Service, Ordnance, and Transportation Corps, 
respectively. 


The annual admission rate for injuries to at- 
tached versonnel on duty varied from a low of 20 to 
25 per thousand in the First, Second, Third, and 
Sixth Service Commands and the Military District of 
Washington to a high of 70 per thousani for the 
Chemical Warfare Service, followed by the Fourth 
Service Command (61 per thousand), Ordnance and 
Transportation Corps installations all reported 
somewhat lower injury rates than the average for 
country. 


The admission rate for off duty injuries to at- 
tached personnel did not vary widely as between 
Service Commands, considering the relatively small 
numbers of cases involved, The admission rate for 
injuries to unattsched personnel showed considerable 
variation by Service Command; the highest rates were 
reported by the Second, Third, and Sixth Service 
Commands in which meny cities are located with 
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relatively large numbers of military personnel — 
from their regular stations. 


On pages 36 and 37 there are presented the de- 
tailed analyses by Service Command or Technical Service 
of on duty injuries to attached personnel according to 
type of injury, nature of activity, causative agent, 
and unsafe condition or act. 


The relatively high injury rate in the Fourth 
Service Command, and to a lesser extent in the Eighth 
Service Command, occurred because of high incidence of 
training activities. Chemical Warfare Service showed a 
reletively high admission rate from work detail and 
training in firearms (causative agent-heavy weapons). 
The Seventh Service Command reported by far the highest 
rate of injuries due to effect of cold, The Fourth and 
Eighth Service Commands and Chemical Warfare Service 
showed relatively high rates of injury attributable to — 
terrain. These findings indicate that the injury rates 
tend to reflect the chief types of activity in the 
Service Command or Technical Service, 


Analysis of Data by Stations: 
On pages 38 to 43 there are presented analyses off 


on duty injuries to attached personnel for individual 
stations which had a mean atrength of at least 20,000 
(3,000 for stations of the Technical Services). In 
making comparisons the different nature and the varying 
extent of activities at the stations should be borne in 
mind, 


The following stetions revorted the highest ad- 
mission rates for on duty injuries to attached person- 
nel: Camp Wolters, Texes (125 per thousand), Fort 
Benning, Ga. (118 per thousand), and Camp Joseph y #8 
Robinson, Ark. (102 per thousand) . 


CONFIDENTIAL 


SUMMARY FOR TOTAL UNITED STATES AND THE SERVIGE COMMANDS EXCLUSIVE OF A.A.F. STATIONS 
FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING____29 December 1944 __ 
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